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SUBJECT: CHARGE'S COURTESY CALL ON FOREIGN SECRETARY ROMULO 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY. CHARGE'S MAY 8 COURTESY CALL ON ROMULO 
WAS TRANSFORMED BY THE FOREIGN SECRETARY INTO AN HOUR-LONG 
SEMINAR ON US-RP RELATIONS. WHILE THE TONE WAS FRIENDLY. 

THE ESSENTIAL MESSAGE WAS THAT THE U.S. DOES NOT ADEQUATELY 
SUPPORT ITS OLD FRIEND AND ALLY. SUB-THEMES WERE THE ANTI- 
GOP BIAS OF THE U.S. MEDIA. NOTABLY THE NEW YORK TIMES, AND 
THE CRITICAL POSTURE OF U.S. OFFICIALS. ROMULO INDICATED 
THAT HE MAY STAY IN THE U.S. FROM THE US-ASEAN AUGUST 
MEETING UNTIL THE OPENING OF THE UNGA. WE SHOULD CONSIDER 
ENCOURAGING HIM TO USE THAT OCCASION FOR SOME CONTACTS WITH 
CONGRESS. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCOMPANIED BY POL COUNSELOR, CHARGE MADE A COURTESY 
CALL ON FOREIGN SECRETARY ROMULO MAY 8. AT THE OUTSET 
CHARGE EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR THE MAJOR GOP EFFORT IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT AND INQUIRED HOW 
ROMULO FELT THE VISIT HAD GONE. ROMULO RESPONDED "VERY 
WELL'' EXCEPT FOR CBS WHICH REPORTED THAT THE VICE PRESIDENT 
HAD "INSTRUCTED" PRESIDENT MARCOS WITH RESPECT TO HUMAN 
RIGHTS MATTERS. ROMULO USED THIS AS A LAUNCHING PAD FOR A 
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DISSERTATION ON US-RP RELATIONS LASTING THE BETTER PART OF 
AN HOUR. HIS ESSENTIAL THEME WAS THE FAMILIAR ONE THAT THE 
U.S. DID NOT APPRECIATE/SUPPORT THE PHILIPPINES IN THE 
MANNER BEFITTING AN OLD FRIEND AND ALLY. WE LISTENED MOSTLY, 
OFFERING ONLY A FEW QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS. 

3. ON THE MEDIA, ROMULO SINGLED OUT THE NEW YORK TIMES. 
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HE RECALLED A SPEECH ON DISARMAMENT WHICH HE MADE AT THE UN 
RECENTLY AND WHICH WAS ENTHUSIASTICALLY APPLAUDED BY ALL, 
INCLUDING THE LOCAL TIMES CORRESPONDENT. WHEN THE TIMES 
FAILED TO CARRY THE STORY OF THE SPEECH, HE ASKED THE 
CORRESPONDENT ABOUT THIS. THE TIMES MAN REPLIED THAT ROMULO 
SHOULD NOT EXPECT HIS PAPER TO PRINT HIS CONSTRUCTIVE 
REMARKS AS LONG AS HE WAS AN OFFICIAL OF THE MARCOS GOVERN- 
MENT. ROMULO ALSO CLAIMED THAT THE TIMES HAD COMPLETELY 
IGNORED MRS. MARCOS' SPEECH TO THE UNGA LAST FALL. 

4. HE NOTED USG OFFICIALS TOO OFTEN FORGET THE PHILIPPINES 
IS A SOVEREIGN COUNTRY, THEN DWELLED ON THE LACK OF SUPPORT 
AFFORDED THE GOP BY U.S. OFFICIALS. REACHING BACK INTO 
HISTORY, HE RECOUNTED THAT WHEN HE WAS AMBASSADOR IN WASH- 
INGTON IN THE EARLY FIFTIES A GROUP OF U.S. CONGRESSMEN HAD 
COMPLAINED TO HIM ABOUT A BIASED, ANTI-GOP BRIEFING THEY 
HAD RECEIVED FROM EMBASSY MANILA. IN THE CURRENT CONTEXT 
HE REPLAYED THE GOP’S DISPLEASURE WITH THE DERIAN VISIT LAS 
JANUARY. IN CONTRAST TO THIS FREQUENTLY CRITICAL POSTURE 
OF USG OFFICIALS TOWARD THE GOP, HE NOTED THE ROLE OF THE 
BRITISH HICOM IN INDIA WHICH SUPPORTED THE INDIRA GANDHI 
GOVERNMENT EVEN DURING ITS MORE CONTENTIOUS PERIODS. HE 
GAVE THE IMPRESSION HE SIMPLY CANNOT UNDERSTAND WHY USG 
OFFICIALS DO NOT "STAND UP” FOR PHILIPPINES, WHEN IT IS 
BEING ATTACKED OR CRITICIZED, AS A FATHER WOULD STAND UP FO 
HIS SON. 
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5. ROMULO HAD STRONG PRAISE FOR THE MANNER IN WHICH AMBAS- 
SADOR NEWSOM CARRIED OUT HIS ROLE HERE, AS WELL AS KIND 
WORDS TO SAY ABOUT THE WAY VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE HANDLED 
HIS RECENT VISIT. HE PRAISED THEIR COMMON REALIZATION THAT 
GOP FALLS INTO CATEGORY OF DEVELOPING COUNTRY-IN ITS 
PROBLEMS AND SENSITIVITIES. 

6. THE FOREIGN SECRETARY ALSO DEVOTED SOME EFFORT TO 
BELITTLING THE OPPOSITION. HE INDICATED THAT THE GOP WAS 
THE REAL FRIEND OF THE U.S., WHILE AQUINO ET AL WERE NOT. 

HE CITED EVIDENCE OF ANTI-AMERICANISM ON THE PART OF AQUINO 
AND S.P. LOPEZ IN YEARS PAST. 

7. WHEN ROMULO MENTIONED HE MIGHT STAY IN U.S. DURING PERI 
BETWEEN US-ASEAN MEETING AND OPENING OF UNGA, CHARGE ASKED 
IF HE MIGHT USE OCCASION TO PUT FORTH GOP VIEWS TO MEMBERS 
OF CONGRESS ON CURRENT SITUATION/PROBLEMS IN PHILIPPINES. 

HE DID NOT PICK UP SUGGESTION AND LEFT IMPRESSION HE UNLIKE 
TO TAKE INITIATIVE FOR SUCH CONTACTS. WE SHOULD CONSIDER 
WHAT WE MIGHT DO TO ENCOURAGE SUCH CONTACTS (E.G., LUNCHEON 
DINNER WITH APPROPRIATE MEMBERS OF CONGRESS HOSTED BY UNDER 
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SECRETARY NEWSOM). 

8. COMMENT: ROMULO'S SEMINAR, WHICH WAS CONDUCTED IN A 
MEASURED AND FRIENDLY TONE, SEEMED DESIGNED TO IMPRESS THE 
NEWLY ARRIVED. HE INDICATED THAT HE WOULD HOPE TO HOLD A 
SIMILAR SEMINAR FOR THE NEW U.S. AMBASSADOR. TOUSSAINT 
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